Drugs “Eye Opener” for
AFP Veteran
transfer to the Telecom
munications Intelligence
Branch brought home the extent
of the drug problem in Australia
to a 35 year police veteran who
retired from the AFP on July 28.
“It was a real eye opener for me,”
Superintendent Dick Allatson said.
Superintendent Allatson was made
Deputy Commander of what was
then the Special Project Branch in
1986 and became Commander of the
re-named branch in 1987.
“The extent of the drug problem
shown through the work of the
branch was a revelation,” he said.
“It is important that the size of
the problem be kept before the public
and government.
“The branch had a staff of 25 three
years ago and the current staff level
of 46 demonstrates the ever growing
amount of work the area is handling.
“This is a very critical area
operationally and of great assistance
to the drug investigation area.”
Superintendent Allatson said the
number of warrants issued for
telephone intercepts had doubled
since 1986. The number of warrants
allowing the use of listening devices
issued up to May this year was nearly
as high as for the whole of the
previous 12 months. Listening
devices warrants in particular
indicated the level of AFP work in
the drug area.
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He paid tribute to the staff of the
branch, saying the AFP had been
lucky in getting good people for what
was a highly sensitive and confined
environment, and in keeping them.
Superintendent Allatson began his
career in 1954 with the Norwich City
Police in England, served with the
Cyprus Police during the fighting
there in 1957-59 and later became an

Canberra, 1989.

Nyasaland, I960.

Novel transport — Cyprus, 1977.
10

Inspector with the Nyasaland Police
in what is now the African republic
of Malawi.
“Some of the cases there were
somewhat different to what I was
used to,” he said.
“I remember a family feud during
which a man alleged to have the
ability to turn himself into a crocodile
was hired to kill a young girl whose
drowned body was subsequently
found in a river with a broken arm.
“The case came to the attention
of the police when one of our
sergeants heard the ‘crocodile man’

complaining that he had not been
paid in full.
“At the subsequent murder trial
the ‘crocodile man’ had argued tlhat
as he wasn’t himself at the time of
the death but had been in his reptile
form, he could not be held respon
sible.
“The court had a European judge
who was advised by three local tri bal
elders. They supported che
defendant, but the judge found the
accused guilty and sentenced him to
death. Magic was part of the way of
life.
“I met a European farmer who had
driven 1,000 miles from Kenya along
dirt roads in his brand new Mercedes
to consult a renowned witch-doctor
in my area. He wras convinced some
of his staff were stealing his caittle
and he wanted to be able to go back
and threaten them with the power of
the witch-doctor.
“Nyasaland was a real change after
Cyprus where Greek Cypriots were
fighting for ‘Enosis’, or union, with
Greece,” he said. “Several police
were killed, usually from ambush
while performing police duties or
while off duty. In one incident we
lost four officers in one mornimg.
They were new to the island and w^ere
ambushed while sight-seeing.
“The best thing that came out of
Cyprus for me was meeting my wife,
Rosalind, there. She was also serv ing
with the police on secondment from
one of the UK forces.”
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